The Danger of Unbelief      	Mark 6:1-13   	          (3/13/16)
What must we remember when God allows difficult delays in our lives?  
1.  A Father’s Plea (v.21-24) With ________________ ______________, Jairus humbly asks Jesus to come heal his daughter who is near death.
2.  An Unexpected Interruption (v.25-34)
A.  Silent Suffering:  For years this woman had exhausted every resource and tried every cure but still she was _______________, an __________________.
B.  A Healing Touch:  The woman reaches out to Christ for healing but he insists on a _________________ _______________________.
· This seems like _____________________, to ignore a girl in critical condition to attend to a woman with a chronic condition.
C.  Deeper Faith: Jesus calls her to confess her faith before a ________________ crowd and tenderly offers her deeper __________________than she could have hoped for.
3.  Divine Delay (v.35-43)
A.  Devastating News:  While God’s delays seem _________________ and frustrating we must recognize that there is some essential ____________________ that we don’t know about yet.
B.  Only Believe: God’s delays slowly and painfully loosen our grip of ________________ and he lovingly whispers, “Just ______________.”
· Our _________________ with God is ultimately rooted in our _______________, assuming we know better than him what is best.
C.  Power over Death: Jesus asks you to trust him more deeply than you ever thought possible so that he can demonstrate his ____________ and _______________ in ways you can’t even imagine.

God’s ________________ is higher than ours and his ____________ is deeper than ours.  Into our ____________________ and desperation he whispers “Just believe.”
Desperate for a Miracle	      	Mark 5:21-43   	          (3/6/16)
What must we remember when God allows difficult delays in our lives?  
1.  A Father’s Plea (v.21-24) With ________________ ______________, Jairus humbly asks Jesus to come heal his daughter who is near death.
2.  An Unexpected Interruption (v.25-34)
A.  Silent Suffering:  For years this woman had exhausted every resource and tried every cure but still she was _______________, an __________________.
B.  A Healing Touch:  The woman reaches out to Christ for healing but he insists on a _________________ _______________________.
· This seems like _____________________, to ignore a girl in critical condition to attend to a woman with a chronic condition.
C.  Deeper Faith: Jesus calls her to confess her faith before a ________________ crowd and tenderly offers her deeper __________________than she could have hoped for.
3.  Divine Delay (v.35-43)
A.  Devastating News:  While God’s delays seem _________________ and frustrating we must recognize that there is some essential ____________________ that we don’t know about yet.
B.  Only Believe: God’s delays slowly and painfully loosen our grip of ________________ and he lovingly whispers, “Just ______________.”
· Our _________________ with God is ultimately rooted in our _______________, assuming we know better than him what is best.
C.  Power over Death: Jesus asks you to trust him more deeply than you ever thought possible so that he can demonstrate his ____________ and _______________ in ways you can’t even imagine.

God’s ________________ is higher than ours and his ____________ is deeper than ours.  Into our ____________________ and desperation he whispers “Just believe.”
Discussion Questions
· What risk was Jairus taking by coming to Jesus and asking him to heal his daughter?  How would you describe his faith at this point in the story?
· What are some of the different ways the woman with the issue of blood has suffered?  How would you summarize her condition when she comes to Jesus?  In light of how our story unfolds, can you get any sense for God’s purpose in allowing her suffering for 12 years?  How might this story speak to someone who is dealing with a chronic health condition?
· How does the woman demonstrate faith in the story?  Why does Jesus stop and insist on finding the woman who touched him?  What would you be thinking if you were Jairus?  
· How does the woman’s encounter with Christ require her faith to go deeper?  What can we observe about Christ based on how he responds to her?
· Can you think of a time when God put a frustrating or devastating delay in your life?  What did you have to wrestle with during that time?  How does God use delays in our lives to deepen our faith?  In what way does our frustration with God reveal our pride?
· What is the relationship between faith and fear in our text?  What truths can we cling to in faith to dispel our fear?
· Why does Jesus tell the crowd that the girl is only sleeping?  What does this tell us about God’s perspective on death?  How does Jesus give both Jairus and the woman more than they ever imagined possible?  Jairus and the woman were very different, rich and poor, insider and outsider, prominent man and outcast woman.  What did they share in common?
· What do we learn about Jesus as he raises Jairus’ daughter from the dead?  How does this help us when we are struggling with God’s silence or delays in our lives?
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Desperate for a Miracle	      	Mark 5:21-43   	          (3/6/16)
What must we remember when God allows difficult delays in our lives?  
1.  A Father’s Plea (v.21-24) With desperate faith, Jairus humbly asks Jesus to come heal his daughter who is near death.
2.  An Unexpected Interruption (v.25-34)
A.  Silent Suffering:  For years this woman had exhausted every resource and tried every cure but still she was unclean, an outsider.
B.  A Healing Touch:  The woman reaches out to Christ for healing but he insists on a personal encounter.
· This seems like malpractice, to ignore a girl in critical condition to attend to a woman with a chronic condition.
C.  Deeper Faith: Jesus calls her to confess her faith before a hostile crowd and tenderly offers her deeper healing than she could have hoped for.
3.  Divine Delay (v.35-43)
A.  Devastating News:  While God’s delays seem irrational and frustrating we must recognize that there is some essential variable that we don’t know about yet.
B.  Only Believe: God’s delays slowly and painfully loosen our grip of control and he lovingly whispers, “Just believe.”
· Our frustration with God is ultimately rooted in our pride, assuming we know better than him what is best.
C.  Power over Death: Jesus asks you to trust him more deeply than you ever thought possible so that he can demonstrate his power and love in ways you can’t even imagine.

God’s wisdom his higher than ours and his love is deeper than ours.  Into our frustration and desperation he whispers “Just believe.”

 
